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La Barque Mystique

La Barque Mystique
The artist Bertrand-Jean Redon, better known as Odilon, was born April 20, 1840 in Bordeaux,

the son of a planter who had made his fortune in Louisiana and his Creole wife Marie-Odile.  A
sickly child, he was entrusted to an elderly uncle, who raised him in a supposedly haunted
mansion on the family estate of Peyrelebade - a wild, desolate, swampy area in the Médoc region.
This isolated environment inspired the frightful nightmares and bizarre fantasies that stimulated
Redon's imagination for the rest of his life.  The mystic barque  which Redon painted more than
once was the boat which carried Mary Magdalene and her sister away to Provence, the
foundation of her legend in France.
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